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What Is the Advisory Council? 


HE Advisory Council of the American Bible Society is 

composed of the representatives of the various denomi- 

nations, some fifty in all, that contribute to the support 
of the American Bible Society in its worldwide work. It is the 
means by which the supporting denominations have an op- 
portunity once a year to pass upon the policies and programs 
of the American Bible Society. It particularly makes inquiry 
into the financial program, and studies in considerable detail 
the budget prepared by the officers for presentation to the 
Board of Managers. For more than 25 years the Council has 
functioned and each year it has grown in importance. It 
always makes a distinct contribution to the program of the 
Society, as it meets annually and is a source of perennial in- 
spiration to the officers and staff of the organization. 

A picture of the distinguished and able group which 
assembled last year, December 5th and 6th, is presented 
above. 

Among the many problems discussed by the Council 
with the officers and committees of the Society was the in- 
creasing demand for the Scriptures, which has been felt 
particularly during the war years, and the problems growing 
therefrom—namely, the available paper stock and facilities 
for printing and binding. This discussion was ably led by Mr. 
Darlington, the treasurer and head of the Publication De- 
partment. There was active participation in this discussion 


by the members of the body. The results of their deliberations 
are clearly set forth in the findings adopted, which appear 
in another part of this issue of the Record. 

Another of the important matters given consideration 
was the Society’s war emergency and postwar rehabilitation 
program. A statement of our responsibilities and a full analy- 
sis of procedures were set forth by Secretary North and 
others. This matter also received the earnest consideration 
of the Council, and their pronouncement on this subject is 
found on another page. Various other matters were discussed 
and dealt with by the Council which need not be enumerated 
here, as they are referred to in the report of the Findings 
Committee adopted by the Council in its concluding session. 

It was an unusual pleasure for the Society and the Council 
to have present at its sessions the Rev. John R. Temple, D.D., 
one of the Secretaries of the British and Foreign Bible Society. 
Dr. Temple had come to this country particularly to confer 
with the officers of the American Bible Society on various 
matters affecting our common interests in many foreign lands. 
It was the good fortune of the Council to have him come just 
at this time, when he could participate in our conferences. 
His address to the entire group at the luncheon period was 
one of the high points in our procedure and was truly an 
inspiration. 

Continued on page 25 
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An Ever-New Word 
for a World in the Making 


N SPECIFIC INSTRUCTIONS from the Advisory Coun- 
cil, the following Report of its Findings Com- 
mittee for 1944 is printed here in full: 

We find, as the Advisory Council of the American 
Bible Society, that the Bible, although old in years, is 
nevertheless ever new in spirit. Because it is alive, crea- 
tive, being the speaking Word of God which quickens 
the human heart, it lives in the life of the present age. It 
gives comfort to those who sorrow, courage to those 
who have been left desolate, strength to those who are 
stricken by the ravages of war, and light to those who en- 
dure endless nights of darkness in prison camps. In 
thousands of shelters throughout a world, in a world 
which is still experiencing the terrible deeds of those 
who deny in speech and in spirit the principles taught 
in the Book, it is having an influence which surpasses 
all ordinary comparison. 


Laboratory of Human Experience 


Why is there today an unprecedented demand for 
Bibles? Why are more people, in and out of the armed 
services, reading the Book of Books? We find the an- 
swer in the world-wide laboratory of human exper- 
ience. Having put the Bible to the test, having gone to 
it for help in time of trouble, people have discovered 
that it has the right answers for their personal problems 
at the very time when they have needed help the most. 
Boys by the hundreds of thousands have turned to this 
Book just before the battle, sometimes during the 
battle, in foxholes, and sometimes as prisoners of war 
on both sides of the line. 

We discover that nothing can compare with the Bible 
as a morale builder either upon the field of battle or 
upon the home front. Parents unite their hearts with 
those of their sons and daughters through its pages. 
Those who have lost loved ones turn almost instinctively 
to God’s Word. The pictures showing all types and 
classes of people reading the Bible have not been faked. 
The reading is real. The demand is great. And as long 
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as the conflict lasts, and long after, there will continue 
to be an increasing demand for Bibles and New Testa- 
ments. The war has created millions of personal needs 
which apparently can only be met by direct contact 
with the healing, saving Word of God. It has also 
opened new avenues through which the Book may 
pass for the healing of the nations. 


Bibles for Postwar Era 


We find that this historic American Bible Society 
«has rendered a wartime service so vast and essential 
that the Government, through the War Production 
Board, has acknowledged its worth to the total war 
effort by granting two extra paper allotments during 
the year 1944. But some day the war will be over. Al- 
ready there are liberated areas. In the postwar world, 
which in many respects is now in existence, will there 
also be a need and demand for Bibles? There can be no 
mistake about it. The answer is an aggressive yes. 

If we are to have a lasting peace founded upon moral 
law and Christian principles, we cannot neglect the 
Holy Bible. It must be the support of every peace treaty 
and the guiding light of all postwar planning. Without 
it there will be fears and suspicions and competition. 
Without it force will have to be the master. With it 
there is the possibility of brotherhood and cooperation, 
trust and confidence. The time is just about here when 
Christian people the world over, of every nation, color 
and creed, must unite to demonstrate to a broken 
world the healing, uniting and redeeming power of 
the Word of God. 

The Bible has helped us get through the war morally 
and spiritually whole. It has given us comfort and sal- 
vation. Now the time is at hand to use the Bible as a 
mighty tool with which to create a better world order. 
And the only way to use the Bible as a great interna- 
tional tool is to apply its principles to our moral, social, 
economic, political and religious living. The Bible has 
been of great service during the war. But just imagine 
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what might happen to this old world if all Christians 
should practice the Bible when peace returns! Then the 
ever-new Word would begin a redemptive process 
which would not end until the new heaven and the 
new earth became a reality among men. 


Bibles in the Emergency 


This is the vision and the hope which have been 
brought before this Advisory Council, representing 
over forty denominations. This is why we desire to go 
on record as supporting three significant programs of 
the American Bible Society: 

1. The War Emergency Fund for 1945. 

2. The Four-Year Postwar Rehabilitation Program. 

3. The Nationwide Bible Reading Campaign. ' 

As an Advisory Council we would not overlook the 
regular work of the Society, which has been minister- 
ing to thousands of churches and hundreds of thou- 
sands of individuals. Its service to the blind is note- 
worthy. Its single, direct purpose to encourage the 
wider circulation of the Holy Scriptures without note or 
comment and without purpose of profit, to every man 
on earth in whatever language he may require, is 
worthy of our constant and continued support. 

But we are particularly challenged by its wartime 
services which will require, during the next four years, 
nearly $3,000,000 beyond the regular budget. Because, 
having examined the proposed regular and War Emer- 
gency and postwar budgets carefully, and finding the 
total budget to be a conservative estimate, we would 
pass it on to the Budget Committee with our approval 
and would lay upon the conscience of the churches we 
represent the obligation of increased support. We 
would have each member of the Council study care- 
fully the report of receipts from the denominations and 
take such steps as may be practicable to bring the 
facts to the attention of the clergy and lay leaders of his 
respective communion. We would also urge Christian 
laymen not only to contribute generously to this cause, 
but to become promotional agents of the Bible in their 
own local areas. Moreover, since we now know the 
needs both of the present and of the future in this 
greatest program in the history of the Society, we 
would encourage denominational bodies to re-study the 
relationship of their contributions to the American 
Bible Society to their total denominational war emer- 
gency budgets. In some cases the contributions to the 
Society, we believe, should be greatly increased. We 
note that the giving at the present time of the de- 
nominations represented in the Council is less than 
one-half cent a year per member. 

Realizing that less than half the four-year War 
Emergency Fund will be carried by the denominations, 
we approve the special campaign to be conducted in 
cities throughout the nation, finding that it will not 
conflict with the current emergency undertakings being 
promoted in our churches. 


Bible Paper 
Having approved the Society’s War Emergency and 
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Postwar Rehabilitation schedule, it is imperative that 
we secure from the War Production Board the extra 
amount of paper necessary to meet the requirements. 

We note that the regular enlarged program of the 
Society will absorb the total paper allotment of 1,472,- 
250 Ibs. for 1945. The War Emergency needs in excess 
of this paper quota are as follows: 


A. Forour Armed: Horeess aie ee 300,000 Ibs. 
B.. For-use invthe. Philippines asc 52,250 Ibs. 
C.- For use in Liberated Aréasc.a ee 420,000 Ibs. 
D. For publication in Dutch East 

Indies? Stam, China: 92 eee eae 200,000 Ibs. 


Besides this amount of 972,250 pounds there are ex- 
tra requirements of 752,472 pounds to meet additional 
needs for publication in the United States and 582,800 
pounds for publishing needs outside the United States. 

The Advisory Council deems these paper require- 
ments basic, conservative, and necessary to the War 
Emergency program of the Society. It would therefore 
recommend that the entire matter be placed before the 
War Production Board and that special awards to 
meet requirements be granted. In this case the Ameri- 
can Bible Society cannot be classified as another pub- 
lisher. It is a servant of the nation; and the emergency 
requirements, we believe, amply warrant 1945 in- 
creases. We would expect that the sympathetic attitude 
of the War Production Board constitutes a policy sup- 
ported by public opinion. 


Nationwide Bible Reading 


Since the Nationwide Bible Reading, held this year 
throughout the nation from Thanksgiving Day to 
Christmas, has achieved a success far beyond expecta- 
tion, we recommend that it be continued for another 
year. We approve the theme “Marching Orders for a 
New Day,” and find satisfaction in the possibility of 
having the passages chosen by service men. We hope 
that some of the readings will be of a challenging na- 
ture, along with others of comfort and faith. 

As the Advisory Council of the American Bible So- 
ciety we would look at the Nationwide Bible Reading 
as a long-term proposition. We would first of all seek 
to have the Scripture verses in all of our various de- 
nominational devotional booklets, during this period, 
coincide with the passages selected for the Nationwide 
Bible Reading. In order that this possibility may be 
explored further, we suggest that a conference of 
editors of such devotional booklets, along with other 
representatives of publication boards or societies asso- 
ciated with the production of the booklets, be held at 
the earliest possible date convenient to all concerned. 

We would also have the Society explore the pos- 
sibility of having a worldwide reading in every lan- 
guage, with missionary passages selected by national 
Christian missionary councils. We would encourage the 
cooperation of the secular and religious press, maga- 
zines and the radio. The possibility of making the 
reading inter-faith, with parallel Catholic and Jewish 
passages, should be carefully weighed. 

In view of the increased cost of the 1945 Nationwide 
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Bible Reading, we urge uipon the Board of Managers 
the possibility of securing additional funds from any 
surplus amounts in the budgets in order that this 
Nationwide Bible Reading campaign may be adequate- 
ly financed. 


Around the Whole World 


We are keenly interested in the Bible Calendar for 
1945 and the Bible seals, and we fully expect that the 
demand for both will be much larger than usual. We 
would also commend to our churches the unit plan for 
ordering Bibles and New Testaments in whole carton 
lots. These units can be shipped directly from the 
manufacturers. They also save critical war material. 
We note that special missionary editions are available 
in the King James Version for church and Sunday 
school in such carton lots. 

Due to the increased production of paper-covered 
New Testaments in inexpensive format, to be sold in 
drug stores and at news stands, we agree with the 
Treasurer of the Society that the price of all books 


produced by the American Bible Society should be 
kept down to the lowest possible level. 


Wider Bible Reading 


It is our desire that the Bible should be read even 
more widely. Possession of a Bible is not enough. We 
are of course greatly encouraged by the tremendous 
reader-interest in the Scriptures. But it is our hope that 
pastors and key lay workers in the churches will seek 
ways and means of increasing still more this interest in 
the written Word. Looking beyond the present conflict 
into what we are determined will be a better tomorrow, 
we can seem to hear our Lord saying once again: 
““Whosoever heareth these sayings of mine, and doeth 
them, I will liken him unto a wise man.” If wise men 
we would be, even wise Christian pastors, wise teachers, 
wise laymen and statesmen, we must erect our post- 
war house upon the rock of God’s eternal Word. Then 
let the storms rage, the winds blow, and the rains 
come! It will continue to stand! And its stand will be 
all the while stronger because of its divine support. 


An Appreciation by the Advisory Council 


| pas member of the Advisory Council takes this 
means to express his appreciation to the Secretaries 
and Treasurer of the American Bible Society for the 
experience of these two days. 

It is recognized that we came here as special guests. 
We represent great religious bodies, and we fully appre- 
ciate the fact that we are submitted to kindly but 
persistent financial pressure for our own spiritual good. 

Once we get inside this Bible House, the more for- 
mal, official relationship is lost in the spirit of friendli- 
ness which seems to be the working basis of this Chris- 
tian organization. We attend many committee meet- 
ings and conferences, but nowhere do we find such a 
demonstration of the living spirit of the Word of God 
as we do at these Council meetings. We are blessed by 
this fellowship and we shall leave inspired to under- 
take much greater tasks of Bible promotion. 

Not only have we felt the warmth of Christian fel- 
lowship; we have also learned how to do the King’s 
business efficiently and in a manner which is both 
educational and promotional. We have been pleased, 
and at times amazed, by the systematic presentation of 
facts and figures, sometimes orally and at other times 
as printed matter. We appreciate the time and careful 
planning which have been expended on this meeting. 
Most of all we are grateful that the executives of this 
Society have not attempted in any measure or manner 
to color the real situation, but have openly challenged 
us with needs so great that we have been forced to give 
them attention and respect. 
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We would therefore express our confidence in the 
executive leadership of the American Bible Society 
and thank God for these men and women who, having 
received light and guidance from the Living Word, 
challenge us to tasks which we as individuals would 
not be able to see, to say nothing of promoting. But 
now having caught the vision from them, we pledge 
ourselves to help realize it and thereby claim some of 
the spiritual satisfaction which comes to those who 
attempt great things for God. 

What we have to say concerning our American rep- 
resentatives applies to Dr. John R. Temple, Secretary 
of the British and Foreign Bible Society. He has made 
us sense the nearness and the reality of our friends across 
the sea. In bringing to us first-hand a vivid picture of 
the needs and opportunities in Europe, he has brought 
life to the budget and urgency to our plans. We rejoice 
that Dr. Temple is in our midst as one who signifies in 
his own person the manifestation of a new hope and a 
greater Christian era in Europe; and we would send 
through him our fraternal greetings to the British and 
Foreign Bible Society, which he has so nobly repre- 
sented. 

Knowing that many more Christian servants within 
this building have cooperated in making this meeting 
so significant, from the girls in the office to the man on 
the elevator, we thank them all. We want them to 
know that we appreciate the fact that they too are a 
very real part of this world-encircling organization 
which we happily know as the American Bible Society, 
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A Message 


from Secretary Temple 


T THE Advisory Council meeting on December 5, 
A Dr. John R. Temple, Secretary of the British and 
Foreign Bible Society, was introduced by President 
Burke. This summary of Dr. Temple’s address may 
serve also as a message from the British Society to all 
the friends of the American Bible Society in this country. 

Secretary Temple brought warm greetings from his 
Society, expressed deep appreciation for the close‘ co- 
operation of the two Societies, and what it has meant 
“to us in England during these bitter years of war to 
feel that behind us was the American Bible Society.” 
He recalled the gift of a folding machine sent to the 
British and Foreign Bible Society by the American 
Bible Society in 1942, when enemy action had almost 
completely destroyed the bindery used by the British 
and Foreign Bible Society, “‘enabling the bindery to 
get on its feet again, and it has never ceased work.” He 
stated that it had been far, far more difficult in this war 
for the British Society to carry on its work than in the 
first world war; that many of the depots in Europe 
were completely empty; and that his Society was very 
grateful to the American Society for providing Scrip- 
tures in certain parts of Europe and in the Nether- 
lands Indies. 

He reported that the Bible House on Queen Vic- 
toria. Street in London was pitted and scarred by 
débris in the bombings and that the windows had been 
blown out three times. One or two fire bombs had 
pierced the roof, and at one time the building had been 
almost surrounded by fire, being in the region of St. 
Paul’s. But it still stood, and had been in continuous 
use day and night all through the war, a bomb shelter 
in the basement housing several hundred people night 
after night. The staff had served as firewatchers—many 
also being wardens at home—and had rendered many 
services, personal and religious, to those who gathered 
in the shelter. 

Dr. Temple emphasized the uptorn conditions of 
the world and declared that in the Bible we have some- 
thing which can bind the world together and that the 
two Societies have it in their power, working together, 
to make a tremendous contribution to this end by the 
distribution of the Word throughout the world. He 
mentioned that some part of the Bible has been trans- 
lated in whole or in part into over a thousand tongues, 
and reported that the demand has never been greater, 
and that the British Society have never felt so strongly 
the vital necessity of their work as in these days. “The 
Bible,” said Dr. Temple, “has come to life for multi- 
tudes of people in Europe, and the Book is supplying 
their need as never before. We in Britain feel that we 
have been given another chance. As far as the Churches 
in Britain are concerned, I rejoice that never in the 
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history of our Bible work since 1804, never have the 
Christian publics of Britain and the Empire given so 
much money for Bible distribution as they gave last 
year. The total income of the Society reported last 
May was the largest in our history, over £430,000. I 
do not think ever in our history we have had a greater 
annual meeting than we had last May. We are looking 
forward to a day of unparalleled opportunity.” 

The members of the Advisory Council expressed very 
warm appreciation for Dr. Temple’s message. 


Humanity of the Bible 


HE Bible stands pre-eminent among all the books. 
lee illuminate life, giving new vision both of its 
darker depths and of its splendors, the Very Rev. 
Hughell E. W. Fosbroke, Dean of the General Episcopal 
Theological Seminary, declared in a sermon in the 
Cathedral of St. John the Divine on Bible Sunday, 
December 10, 1944. 

“Extraordinary variety is to be found within its 
pages,” he said. “‘It has revealed the Bible as an in- 
tensely human book in which there have been sounded 
the heights and depths of man’s heroic achievement 
and hopeless failure, his high aspiration and _ heart- 
breaking despair, his faith and his doubt. 

“Take a familiar passage from the Eighth Psalm: 
‘When I consider thy heavens, the work of Thy fingers, 
the moon and the stars, which thou hast ordained; 
what is man, that thou art mindful of him? and the 
son of man, that thou visitest him’? There is the cosmic 
vision of the vast sweep of the worlds through viewless 
space, dwarfing man to pitiful insignificance. 

“But because this immeasurable power is the revela- 
tion of the might and majesty of a God who has brought 
man into being, visited him and made him able to see, 
to feel and make response to this vision, there is to be 
found within man’s littleness the greatness of his re- 
lationship to the eternal God. 

‘Man has always been haunted by this paradox, the 
contrast between the brevity of the little tale of years 
that separates each one of us from the silence of the 
grave and the grandeur of our dreams, our hopes, our 
aspirations. Man is a creature that both must die and 
knows that it must die. The Bible accepts the paradox 
and resolves it because its universe is God-centered, 
and its God is a God of infinite power and illimitable 
love.”’ 2 New York Times 


From Chaplain W. Weise, U. S. Naval Hospital, 
Bethesda, Maryland, comes this letter of appreciation: 

“Thank you for the very generous shipment of Bibles and 
New Testaments which came to us recently. We have already 
distributed about half of the WAVE New Testaments and 
some of the Bibles. Many of the patients here have quite a 
lot of time for Bible study and ask for a Bible rather than just 
a New Testament. For that reason we distribute more Bibles 
here at the hospital than on a ship or at some shore station. 
‘The American Bible Society has been rendering an excellent 
service to the men and women in uniform during this war.” 
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The Nation Reads the Bible 


By Frank H. Mann 


| Rie young marine on Guadalcanal had a real in- 
spiration when he wrote to his mother that he 
would like her and the other members of the family to 
join him in the daily reading of the same passages 
from the Bible. This meant that there would be a 
spiritual bond between himself and his family during 
the horrible days of that campaign. 

Out of this simple experience, intended only for the 
use of one man’s family, came the idea of a Nationwide 
Bible Reading in which millions of families at home 
might simultaneously read the passages with their 
boys the world over. 

The idea received the cordial endorsement of nation- 
al leaders, and the American Bible Society undertook 
to develop the plan. The first step was the selection of 
thirty-three passages to be used during the reading 
period from. Thanksgiving to Christmas. This was 
done by a poll taken among all the Protestant clergy- 
men of America and all the chaplains in the various 
United States military services throughout the world. 

When these chapters had been determined by this 
poll they were set up in the form of a bookmark which 
would fit the ordinary Bible, and which when folded 
in half would fit the New Testament carried by service 
men. 

A number of these bookmarks were then sent to the 
ministers throughout the country and to the chaplains 
throughout the world, and orders for additional quan- 
tities for distribution to the families of the congrega- 
tions and the men in the services began to come in. 
Eventually more than 35,000 orders were received. 
There was also prepared a V-mail form, and, with the 
consent of the Post Office Department, the list of chap- 
ters was printed on one side of the blank letter page 
with room left for a message. Our first printing of the 
bookmarks was 6,000,000, which it was thought might 
be adequate, but these had to be ordered and re- 
ordered again until the final count showed approxi- 
mately 14,000,000 prepared and put into circulation. 

The first printing of the V-mail form was one-half 
million, which in a short time was exhausted and a 
second half-million prepared, and even these were not 
adequate to meet the demands. Not only were these 
sent by the families to the boys but by the boys to their 
families, and so they shuttled back and forth around 
the world. 

All of these supplies were exhausted before the 
reading period ended and it became necessary to re- 
port to many of those sending in orders that it was no 
longer possible to meet their requirements. 

There was most hearty and generous cooperation 
on the part of the religious press throughout the 
country, and the daily and weekly secular press. ahe 
lists of chapters were published by papers in probably 
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every state of the Union, and it is believed that no one 
in the entire country needed to be without access to 
this list of great chapters. 

The radio responded in a most generous fashion 
with spot announcements throughout the country on 
many stations during the entire period of the reading, 
and with special feature programs put on by the radio 
networks and by large corporations which devoted all 
or part of their radio time to special announcements 
and feature treatments. 

The President of the United States endorsed the 
Reading Program in his Thanksgiving Proclamation, 
and the governors of many of the states did likewise or 
issued special statements or proclamations encouraging 
the reading of these passages by the citizens of their 
states. 

The response has been so spontaneous and wide- 
spread that provision has been made for a similar 
program to be put on again in 1945 for the period 
between Thanksgiving and Christmas with the pas- 
sages, if possible, selected by the men and women in 
the services, under the general theme, ‘‘Marching 
Orders for a New Day.” 


RECORD Readers: Please clip this coupon and 
send it to a relative or friend in the service asking 
him to list 10 or more passages for the Worldwide 
Bible Reading, 1945. The general theme is “March- 
ing Orders for a New Day” and appropriate passages 
should be selected. Ask him to sign and return the 
slip to the American Bible Society, Park Avenue 
and 57th Street, New York 22, N. Y., before April 
lst. There will be no use of his name in any way. 


VOTING CARD 
I suggest for Worldwide Bible Reading, Thanks- 


giving to Christmas, the following passages as ““March- 
ing Orders for a New Day.” The passages selected 
should not be less than ten (10) verses nor more 
than a chapter. 


Dr. Temple's Visit 


Nees a journey by convoy across the Atlantic, Dr. 
John R. Temple, one of the two General Secretaries 
of the British and Foreign Bible Society, arrived in 
New York on Thanksgiving Day. It was a true thanks- 
giving for his friends in the American Bible Society 
headquarters, for the interests and collaboration of the 
two Societies are very close, and it is more than five 
years since officers of the two Societies had met. ‘The 
last occasion was when Secretary North attended the 
conference of: Bible Societies 
in Holland in 1939. Thus 
the whole stretch of the war 
years has intervened, years in 
which both Societies have been 
strenuously at work, but in 
which the British Society at its 
headquarters in London faced 
the greater perils of air raids, 
the great fires and all the ex- 
periences of London in war- 
time. 

During his stay in New York 
Dr. Temple twice met with the 
Board of Managers, one special 
meeting being entirely devoted 
to conference with him. He 
also addressed the Society’s Ad- 
visory Council on December 5 
and attended its sessions. He 
was able to go to Toronto for 
three days to meet his col- 
leagues in the British and For- 
eign Bible Society in Canada, 
and to have one evening with 
the Massachusetts Bible So- 
ciety in Boston. He also con- 
ferred with a number of leaders 
of the American churches on 
general matters. Most of the time was given, however, 
in association with the officers of the American Bible 
Society, to the study of ‘cooperation between the two 
Societies, both now and in the postwar years. New 
readers of the Record may not be aware that in many 
important foreign fields the two Societies work as one. 
Thus instead of having two Societies working in an 
overlapping manner in this or that country, or instead 
of having one Society distributing the Scriptures as if 
the Bible came from it, the two Societies support and 
adininister a single organization on the field working 
unitedly with all the Christian forces there. The work 
is unified thus in Brazil, Uruguay, Chile, Bolivia, 
Venezuela, China, Japan (before the war), Bulgaria, 
Greece, Turkey, Syria, Irak, Palestine, Transjordan, 
Egypt and the Sudan. Part of Dr. Temple’s con- 
ferences were concerned with the extension of this 
more economical and effective process of work to 
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cover other areas in South America and the Far East. 

The great needs of the liberated areas of Europe and 
Asia received much attention both in respect to initial 
supplies of Scriptures, which must be very large, and in 
relation to the plans for Bible Society work in postwar 
Europe. Dr. Temple brought with him the results of 
many conferences held in London with leaders of the 
churches and governments of the beleaguered coun- 
tries of Europe. He reported that again and again the 
hope was expressed that the 
British and American Societies 
together would join with the 
people of these countries in 
forming such Bible Societies 
within them, and in supporting 
or in strengthening them in the 
lands where they already exist. 

A truly great international 
witness to the value of Scrip- 
tures would be given, they felt, 
if the two Societies came unit- 
edly to help. In these many 
areas of the world Dr. Temple 
and his American colleagues 
came to feel there were, vast 
opportunities and countless de- 
mands for the Word of God—. 
demands that would require 
all the resources of the two So- 
cieties, and more. 

Many other phases of the 
Societies’ work were reviewed 
with Dr. Temple, such as prac- 
tical measures to increase the 
effectiveness of the cooperation 
and render better united serv- 
ice. One of the most important 
matters was the laying of plans 
to transform the American Nationwide Bible Reading 
of 1944 into a great Worldwide Bible Reading for a 
similar period in 1945. In this the many contacts of the 
British Society throughout the British Commonwealth 
of Nations will be invaluable. Happily Dr. A. L. 
Warnshuis arrived from a flying visit to Switzerland be- 
fore Dr. Temple left for England and brought most im- 
portant information upon the conditions in Europe. 

During Dr. Temple’s stay he endeared himself to 
the staff of the American Society by his warm friend- 
liness and humor, his farseeing statesmanship and his 
manifest devotion to the great Word of God. He re- 
turned to Great Britain shortly after New Year's, leav- 
ing with the President, the Managers and the officers 
renewed respect for the British and Foreign Bible 
Society, its leadership, and its support by the British 
people. His visit has been an important milestone in 
Bible Society history. 
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(Continued from page 18) 


The Society is deeply indebted to the various denomina- 


tions supporting this work and to the delegates who have 


attended the sessions of the Advisory Council. 


The denominations represented, and their delegates, were: 


Denominations Representatives 


Rev. Clarence H. Hewitt 
Adventists, Seventh-day.......... Rey. E. D. Dick 

(Me H. H. Cobban 
ASgeTa NES OF E@sl, 5 occas duces Rev. Ernest S. Williams 
National Baptist... ... BP AA em ae W. H. Jernagin 

Rev. T. S. Harten 

Rev. Stanley I. Stuber 
Dr. John L. Hill 
Rev. Ross D. Murphy 
Rev. C. W. Hatch 
Rey. A. D. Evans 


INorthern’ Baptist Convene. 4. ci- 
Southern Baptist Conv........... 
Churchtot-thesBrethrens ener 
Church of God World Service. .... 
Church of God (Bible Place). ..... 
Churches of God (General 
Eldership) Ape oe ee 
Congregational Christian Churches 
Disciplesiot Christrecs en er or 
Evangelical Church: .. 2 = 4.22 .-- 
Evangelical and Reformed........ 
I EWRES 06 are apes Sa eeam cars icy tac er ie ere 


Rev. C. H. Lefever 
Mr. Philip S. Suffern 
Rev. Graham Frank 
Rev. Raymond M. Veh 
Dr. John Lentz 
Rev. Rupert H. Stanley 
Rev. Walter E. Schuette 
Augustana Synod, Evangelical 
Isichera nite pete ewe ule ods cae 
Danish Evangelical Lutheran 
@hurch ineAmeriGa assess eo oe 
Finnish Evangelical Lutheran 
Ghurch) (Suomi Synod). 2... -: Rev. F. Y. Joki 
jutherany tree Chunch# es 4-200. Dr. T. O. Burntvedt 
Missouri Lutheran Synod......... {Row Arthur Brunn 
; Rev. Adolf Meyer 
Norwegian Lutheran............. Rev. Martin Anderson 
United Lutheran Churchin America Rev. C. Franklin Koch 
Mennonite:-@hurchigs see oh. nos. - Rev. J. D. Graber 
BS G. M. Phelps 
Rev. Henry W. Blackburn 
{Rev. Thomas B. Lugg 
Bishop R. R. Wright, Jr. 
Bishop Paris A. Wallace 
Rev. C. Adam Kress 
Rev. Roy S. Nicholson 
{Rev. George B. Hilson 
(Rev. F. R. Birch 
Bishop S. H. Gapp 
Bishop J. Kenneth Pfohl 
Dr. S. T. Ludwig 
Rey. John A. MacLean 
Rey. Henry S. Brown 
Dr. M. B. Grier 
Mr. I, M. Vaughn 


Dr. Oscar A. Benson 


Rev. Alfred Jensen 


Nietnodist G:lurGhine wae ee rier lear 


African Methodist Episcopal....... 
African Methodist Episcopal Zion. . 
RtireesMiethodists soem ose cae e 
Wesleyan Methodist Connection of 

ENTMC LIGA Serie ar cea ee een: 


Moravian Ch., Northern Province. . 
Moravian Ch., Southern Province. . 
INazanenes @hurchee il eet ie 
presbyterian, WAS nae octie wed 
[Daesiytes eo, Wi, Sova 56 bores oe wens 
Associate Reformed Presbyterian. .. 
Cumberland Presbyterian......... 
Reformed Presbyterian 
(@ocenanters) yee tees cl 
Wimitedy Presbyterians tan. - oe 
Protestant Episcopal.........:.... 
@hristianwRetormed@. . 4.024. - 
Reformed Church in America..... 
United Brethren in Christ......... 


Rev. Findley M. Wilson 
Rev. Ernest William Dunn 
Dr. John W. Wood 

Rev. Hessel Bouma 

Rev. Harold W. Schenck 
Rev. D. T. Gregory 


Representatives of the following denominations were ‘pre- 
vented from attending: 


Baptist, Seventh-day 

Christian and Missionary Alliance 

Colored Methodist Episcopal 

Evangelical Congregational Church 

Primitive Methodist Church 

Slovak Evangelical Lutheran Synod of America 

United Danish Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 
Wisconsin Lutheran Synod 
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One Chaplain’s 


Hospital Service 


A Report from 
Chaplain G. R. Probert 
1S8th General Hospital 


= 


G):s ministry differs in some respects from others. I 
try to meet every ambulance and speak to each 
patient individually before he enters the receiving 
office. Sunday afternoon is regularly spent with my 
assistant in a series of ten-minute services among bed 
patients. These services include Scripture reading, 
prayer and hymns. We are able to do from ten to four- 
teen wards in an afternoon. In the distribution of 
thousands of pages of high-type evangelistic literature 
I’ve found an exceptional interest among the patients 
and fine cooperation in conservation. A number of 
times a week I walk down the mess lines with a variety 
of interest-provoking pamphlets. Each man takes those 
he wishes, carries them to his ward or tent, and after 
reading them and mailing home to his friends what he 
wishes, leaves the remainder on the ward table. When 
patients move out the wardmasters place literature 
from their bed stands on the main table. My assistant 
collects and sorts the used literature daily and destroys 
any that has been in any way soiled. Used material is 
kept in a separate cupboard and is drawn upon for 
new patients. In this way single issues of The Secret 
Place, The Upper Room, The Link and certain other book- 
lets and leaflets have circulated from three to a dozen 
times. We try to keep one library-size copy of the Bible 
on every reading table for the use of the patients and 
for our own in ward services. More often than not we 
find someone reading it. Patients say these features of 
our work are enjoyed by them and are unique. 

We also keep Bibles enough in the chapel for our 
classes. We have a forty-minute service daily in the 
chapel, taking the theme from the Reading chapter 
for the day. Early each morning my assistant posts 
announcements of the day’s chapter and the evening 
meeting on every bulletin board throughout the insti- 
tution. Wednesday nights we have topical Bible study 
for one and a half hours. Attendance at daily services 
is small, usually between twelve and twenty; but as 
different people come on different nights a large group 
is reached. Both the assistant and myself find it neces- 
sary to get away about twelve hours each week in 
order that we may efficiently carry on our seven-day 
program. 

Your continued prayer-interest is earnestly solicited. 
God only knows how many soldiers’ decisions have 
been made throughout the world because of inter- 
cessory prayer. 
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Early English Scriptures, II 


By Henry H. Meyer 


Fe MORE than a century after the death of King 
Alfred in the year 900 A.D., men who had been 
inspired by his example diligently continued the work 
of translating the Holy Scriptures from Latin into 
Anglo-Saxon. Of these servants of Christianity and 
their fellowmen one especially deserves mention here. 


/Elfric 


Unknown except by his name, A‘lfric, and by his 
writings, this translator of Scriptures and author of 
religious homilies was one of the last illustrious Anglo- 
Saxon churchmen prior to the Norman Conquest of 


Adam and Eve driven from the Garden of Eden—Gen. 3:23 
Illustration from Ailfric’s Manuscript Scriptures, 
11th Century 


England in 1066. He is thought by many to have been 
fflfric, the Archbishop of York who died in 1051. 
ff lfric’s Homilies constitute a summary of Christian 
beliefs of his day and show that the Anglo-Saxon 
Church was essentially what is implied in the words 
“Protestant”? and “Evangelical.” Like the primitive 
Christian Church, that of Anglo-Saxon England was in 
its teachings Bible- and Christ-centered. The light of the 
Gospel had not yet been placed under a bushel, ob- 
scured by emphasis on saints and images, on incense 
and Church-centered ritual and pageantry. 

It is noteworthy that in Aélfric’s writings the term 
“Anglo-Saxon” frequently gives way to the term ““Eng- 
lish,” indicating that in the gradual assimilation of the 
Danish invaders and settlers of King Alfred’s time the 
Angles had maintained their dominating influence 
and given their name to the language spoken. 

During the last years of the tenth century roving 
bands from Normandy (Northmen) raided the southern 
coastof England, plundering coastal regions, destroying 
whatever they could not carry away and foreshadowing 
the Norman invasion and conquest. It was this im- 
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pending danger that prompted Ailfric to translate the 
Apocryphal books of the Maccabees, composed by 
Hebrew patriots during the second century, B. C., for 
the encouragement of their fellow countrymen at a 
time of cruel subjugation by a neighboring Syrian - 
power. This translation was the first to be called 
English, while in the introduction to his translation 
of the Book of Joshua, with its record of the courage 
and triumph of Israel, Atlfric wrote: “‘This book I 
turned into English for Ealderman Ethelward, a book 
that a prince might study in times of invasion and 
turbulence.” * 

The translations and abbreviations of Scripture made 
by £lfric and still preserved in the British Museum 
Library in London include abridgments of the Penta- 
teuch, Joshua, Judges, Kings, Esther, Job and several 
Apocryphal books. In addition he composed a sum- 
mary and analysis of Old and New Testament history. 
This, together with his translations, is sometimes re- 
ferred to as “Atlfric’s Bible.” 

It must be borne in mind that as yet there was no 
complete translation of the Bible into Anglo-Saxgn. 
The precious manuscripts of such Scriptures as were 
already available were in the possession of churches 
and monastaries. But inspired poets and singers, like 
the illustrious Cadmon, continued to transpose Bible 
stories and teachings into sacred ballads, and, like 
wandering minstrels, to carry the message of their 
songs to the far corners of the land, wherever appre- 
ciative groups would gather and listen. The Anglo- 
Saxons were strong-hearted, simple folk with vivid 
imaginations, “‘eager as children for music and song 
and saga, and as quick as children to assimilate the 
gleeman’s teachings.” To them the Bible came most 
easily and effectively in the familiar rhythmic fashion. ** 
Although the Norman invasion and subsequent Con- 
quest in 1066 severely checked the progress of Bible 
knowledge in England for more than three centuries, 
while the corruption of the Romanized Church grew 
apace, the influence of this poetic phrasing of Scripture 
never died out. Rather did it persist and become part 
of the treasured memory-store and daily life of the 
people, thus preparing the ground for the work of 
Wycliffe, the “‘morning star of the Reformation,” who 
in 1383 finished the first English manuscript copy of 
the complete Bible. 


Wycliffe 


The age of Wycliffe was the age of Chaucer, the 
morning star of English literature and “‘the father of 
English poetry.” Both men lived and wrote a little 
more than a century after the signing of the Magna, 


*Heaton: Our Own English Bible, p. 201. 
**Canton: The Bible and the Anglo-Saxon People, p. 21. 
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Charta at Runnymede in 1215; and in their hands the 
pen proved mightier than the sword. To his senior 
contemporary Chaucer dedicated a poem of which we 
quote the following lines: 


**A good man there was of religion 
That Christ’s gospel truely wolde preach, 
His parishens devoutly would teach. 
To drawen folk to Heaven with fairness 
By good ensample was his business. 


John Wycliffe 


A better priest I trow that nowhere none is, 
He waited after no pomp ne reverence, 

He maked him no spiced conscience. 

But Christe’s lore and his apostles twelve, 
He taught, but first he followed it himselve.” 


At a time of unseemly conflict of a corrupt Roman 
hierarchy against civil authority and against freedom 
of conscience and faith, both poet and reformer had 
the strong, unwavering support of John of Gaunt, Duke 
of Lancaster, who, although not in sympathy with 
Wycliffe’s theology, befriended him in his effort to 
spread literacy and piety among the people. 

John Wycliffe was educated and later taught at 
Balliol College, Oxford, where he became famous for 
his scholarly achievements and for his fearless defense 
of the Evangelical faith and its promulgation among 
the great mass of common people. Twice tried for 
heresy, he was saved from martyrdom by the influence 
of his Oxford colleagues; in the first instance also by 
King Edward III and later by Richard II. Moral and 
spiritual conditions within the Roman Church were 
probably at the lowest ebb of its entire history, with 
rival Popes (one at Rome and one at Avignon, in 
France) excommunicating each other and carrying on a 
brutal war for supremacy. Resistance against the cor- 
ruption and temporal claims of the Church was strong 
in England and elsewhere, and continued with in- 
creasing determination until it merged with the success- 
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ful Reformation movements of the fifteenth and six- 
teenth centuries. 

In order to advance the spiritual emancipation of 
the common people, Wycliffe accepted appointment to 
the pastorate of a village church at Lutterworth, near 
Oxford, at the same time maintaining his intellectual 
leadership in university circles. For the religious educa- 
tion and encouragement of the people he wrote many 
tracts and appointed lay ministers to travel throughout 
England to preach and to teach. These lay preachers 
read and interpreted to the people these tracts and 
such Scripture portions as were available, encouraging 
all to repeat what they had learned to others and to 
discuss among themselves the way of salvation and the 
attainment of the spiritual freedom and joy revealed 
in the Word of God. So prevalent became the conversa- 
tions and discussions of religious questions among the 
common people that those who participated in them 
were ridiculed, derided and persecuted. Their oppo- 
nents nicknamed them ‘‘Lollards”’ (that is, babblers) 
and sought in every possible way to prevent the work of 
giving the Word of God to illiterate and ignorant 
people. 

As the success of his popular evangelistic movement 
increased, Wycliffe felt an urgent need for a Bible in 
the native language and set himself the task of provid- 


Introductory First Paragraph to Paul’s Letter to the Colossians 
From Wycliffe’s New Testament 


ing a complete Bible in English. For this monumental 
work he found many qualified helpers among his 
learned colleagues at the university and elsewhere, so 
that in a comparatively short period a first copy of 
such a Bible was finished in 1383 only to be imme- 
diately revised by Wycliffe himself and his able assistant 
and secretary, John Purvey (or Purney), an eloquent 
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and learned man sometimes called ‘‘the Library of the 
Lollards.”? This second and improved translation, fin- 
ished about 1388, was rapidly copied and multiplied 
manuscript Bibles made available. 

Wycliffe’s Bibles were purchased eagerly and read 
with devotion, and for a time the evangelical teachings 
had a strong influence throughout England. Queen 
Anne, the first wife of Richard II, was from Bohemia, 
- where the influence of Wycliffe was already felt. She 
loved to read his Bible, and through her influence the 
reformer’s books fell into the hands of Jerome and Huss 


at Prague, thus hastening the advent of the Reforma- 
tion in continental Europe. 

Wycliffe died on December 31, 1384, while con- 
ducting a communion service in his parish church, and 
was buried in the parish cemetery. Before the outbreak 
of the present war, 170 Wycliffe Bibles are known to 
have been in existence in Europe and America. Not 
until 1850 did Wycliffe’s version become available in 
printed form. A beautiful four-volume set of the one 
issue to date is in the library of the American Bible 
Society in New York City. 


The Budget Rises! 


considerable sums of money which are to be 

applied year after year for important purposes 
must have some plan of expenditure. Each department 
must know what is to be its program and within 
what limits it must work. This plan of expenditure 
must be related precisely to the income expected, that 
there may not be overexpenditure and deficits, and the 
appraisals of income must be carefully made. The 
tables in which this program of income and expenditure 
is stated constitute the budget. In the Bible Society it 
is prepared by the officers and is each year presented in 
sections to the various committees, and as a whole to 
the Advisory Council, the Budget Committee and the 
Board. Here the figures presented are few in number 
_ but back of them lie hundreds of figures in orderly 
columns, some from the income departments, some 
from foreign agencies far across the world, some simple, 
some complicated, but all intended to give a sound 
basis for steady, growing work, 

Happily, this year, thanks to the loyal and expanding 
support of the lovers of the Bible in America, the 
budget rises even above last year’s and becomes in 
turn the largest in the Society’s history. The total in- 
come other than from sales is forecast as $976,500, as 
compared with the estimate of $923,000 for 1944. Per- 
haps 1946 will push it above the ‘million mark.” The 
principal increases are in expected receipts from 
churches and individuals. 

On the side of expenditure, $27,931 has been added 
to the budgets for translation and revision and for 
Scripture distribution at home and abroad. Small 
increases are required in the administration item, due 
especially to the increased number of people who re- 
ceive the Bible Society Record. The Bible Reading 
program of last fall was so successful that some in- 
‘crease has been made in that item but not.sufficient to 
cover what will be required by the plans now being 
formed. Increase has also been made to provide for 
effective presentation of the Bible cause in many areas 
in America where its great program is not well known. 

The budget of the Publication Department is also 
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te: organization that deals responsibly with 


exceptionally high and reflects not only the increased 
work of the Society, but also the requirements of the 
War Emergency Fund for Scriptures and the larger de- 
mand for the Bible on the part of the American public. 

The War Emergency Fund is not a part of this. 
regular budget which, representing the steady ongoing 
work of the Society, must rapidly rise to the great op- 
portunities the postwar world will hold. 

As we look at these figures let us think beyond them 
to the multitudes of people on whom Jesus looked 
with compassion and said to his disciples, ‘‘Give ye 
them to eat!” 


Budget Estimates of Income, 1944 and 1945 


From General Sources— Receipts Budget Budget 
1943 1944 1945 
Gills) by @hurchesete eae ee ere $233,055 $210,000 $275,000 
Gifts by Individualsiie--.asee ee cee eee 189,174 165,000 175,000 
Seal. Gampaigu——net. cae cite nen 4 ys one eee 72,797 85,000 90,000 
@alendars—net.to3 es ee ee eee owe AS 15,000 
Gifts of Auxiliary Bible Societies............. 13,008 14,000 14,000 
Income of Trust Funds and 
OthecRundse eee eee oe cap teas MReI See fe 122,000 103,000 107,000 
Legacies applied to Budget.................. 140,000 150,000 150,000 
Proceeds of Annuities applied to Budget. ...... 85,000 85,000 85,000 
Income from Miscellaneous Sources........... 1,499 1,000 1,000 
Applied from Unexpended Balances.......... 50,000 100,000 50,000 
WotaliGenerall Income... ..-. -) eek .. .§906,533 $913,000 $962,000 
From Special Sources— 
Gifts for Blind Work..... . $12,794 $7,873 $12,000 
Incomes Pundsifor-blinda se. oa se eee 1,954 2,127 2°500 
Total (not including sales). . B ......$921,281 ~ $923,000 $976,500 
Sales inw WES Aten CtGsin arian cece een ae 971,716 700,000 839,584 


$1,892,997 $1,623,000 $1,816,084 


Budget Estimates of Expenditures —1945 


For translation and revision of Scriptures and the plates of new 


VETSIONS),.. caus shane @ aba aes acto oe ee ee ee $ 36,766 


268,206 


chasing power of the’people,’printing and purchase of Scriptures; 
shipping costs, rent and office expenses; for grants in Africa, 
Evo: and Micronesia, and the indirect expense of other foreign 
wor 


337,950 


173,765 


159,813 
976,500 


Sad 


For printing and publication in the United States of America (kept 
in balance with sales) 839,584 


$1,816,084 
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Washington’s Interest 
in the Bible 


O* June 11, 1783, while still commander-in-chief of 
the armed forces, on the eve of their discharge, 
Washington expressed his regret that Congress had not 
provided Bibles for the armed forces. The letter was 
addressed to Robert Aitken, who was printer to 
Congress. It read in part as follows: 

** ,.. Glorious indeed has been our Contest: — 
glorious, if we consider the prize for which we have 
contended, and glorious in its Issue: — But in the 
midst of our joys, I hope we shall not forget that to 
Divine Providence is to be ascribed the Glory & the 
Praise. 

“Your Proposition respecting Aitken’s Bible would 
have been particularly noticed by me, had it been 
suggested in season. But the late Resolution of Congress 
for discharging Part of the Army, taking off near two 
thirds of our Numbers it is now too late to make the 
Attempt—It would have pleased me well if Congress 
had been pleased to make such an important present 
to the brave fellows, who have done so much for the 
Security of their Country’s Rights of Establishment.”... 

(Sgd) G. Washington 


The Bible, Lincoln’s 


Inspiration 


pNUONS the many books devoted to the life and char- 
acter of Abraham Lincoln, there is one entitled 
“Abraham Lincoln, Man of God” by John Wesley 
Hill, many years chancellor of Lincoln Memorial Uni- 
versity. 

Regarding reading as a factor in the development of 
Lincoln’s character, Chancellor Hill writes: 

‘“‘“His reading had much to do in determining the 
type of his religious life. His favorite books were the 
Bible, Aesop’s Fables, Bunyan’s Pilgrim’s Progress and 
Shakespeare’s plays. 

“But the Bible was his favorite. Indeed it was 
the first book he read with interest and appreciation. 
Poring over it for hours at a time, his memory became 
saturated with its language, his soul with its spirit, his 
life with its teachings. So familiar did he become with 
the Scripture phraseology and so imbued with the 
solemnly grand strain of thought and feeling that per- 
vades the sacred pages, that his utterances often 
breathe the sublimity of the prophets, the poetry of 
Job or the Psalmists, the sweetness and pathos of the 
Gospels. Hence it was that he was enabled, as at 
Gettysburg, to fire the finest intellects with enthusiastic 
admiration and strangely to move and thrill the hearts 
of the multitudes.” Z 
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Letters from the Chaplains 


U.S.S. Hornet 


“You have been so helpful in supplying my Chap- 
lain’s needs in the past that I hesitate to ‘beg’ again, 
but we cannot do our work properly without you! 
Specifically, the request this time is for three hundred 
(300) New Testaments, blue-covered, Naval Aviation 
edition. 

“All continues to go well. These are fine men, quiet, 
steady, loyal to duty, but unsung heroes—every one of - 
them. They attend Divine Services in gratifying num- 
bers. Our Bible class is flourishing and there is a con- 
stant demand for New Testaments, either as their 
friends introduce them to it or perhaps the Chaplain, 
and as older men are transferred and new men come 
aboard.” 


ALLEN A. Zaun, Chaplain, USNR 


Somewhere in Germany 


‘‘We could use to a very good advantage the follow- 
ing items of Scripture: 12 Bibles; 50 New Testaments. 
I thought when we were in the States in camps and on 
maneuvers, that the men in uniform read the Scrip- 
tures quite a lot, and they did. But since we have been 
overseas and in combat, the interest is even greater. 
We do not have all the attractions and places to go 
which we had there, thus there is more time to think 
and read. I have seen many of the books which show 
considerable wear from use. I have had more personal 
requests for New Testaments since we have been 
over here, than I ever had in the States.” 

Rosert K. BAMBERG, Chaplain 


Scriptures for the 
Marshall Islands 


I May 1944, the Society received an order for $100 
worth of Marshall Islands Scriptures from Chap- 
lain George P. LaBarre which in due course reached 
the Islands and were distributed among the Marshall 
Islands people with great joy. A second request for 50 
more has been received. In October a Marshall Islands 
native, Dri Kaki Barton, sent in money orders for 
$334.70, being a total contribution by servicemen, 
native Marshall Islanders and people in America to 
secure additional Scriptures. Mr. Barton writes: “I 
would like to add at this time that I was deeply im- 
pressed by the fact that the American Bible Society has 
done such a marvelous work in printing the glorious 
Gospel in so many languages. I praise God for your 
wonderful organization. The need for Bibles here is 
very great. I thank the Lord that he has made a way 
clear to send as many as we have. By way of request, I 
ask that you rush this order as much as possible. May 
God’s richest blessings be with you all.” 
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Bible Reading Program 


O many compliments have come 
from friends who received the So- 
ciety’s 1945 Bible Reading calendar 
that it seems appropriate to print the 
lists of monthly passages in the Record 
for the benefit of those who for some 
reason may not have gotten one. 

It is not intended to duplicate or 
supplant any plan of church or denomi- 
nation which readers are now follow- 
ing, but rather to serve as a help to 
those who do not have any regular 
reading plan now. 


FEBRUARY 
Date Book Chapter 
lige VK ns Sh pee et 1:1-28 
DM TAT Ks Plec eyes bs Bee She 1:29-2:14 
MEAT Keeper ei. ohana eeres MONEE IO 
ae VAT Kw erate ae a RS} 
DM VIA Ke titans ites uscet od eeu ete 4:1-34 
Gram lar kone tiers ps 4:35-5:20 
ame UAT Keceh eere ae eA et We 5:21-43 
Ou Viarks:, 208, Wyss Oe ee 6:1-29 
Damark eh coca kel ont oe het 6:30-56 
ORV iar kre. de chee ee eg Po ae 71-30 
AGRE AT ken ee RS 2 ake 7:31-8:21 
NOL” ANG IG ees 8:22-9:13 
fw iarkeiee ee Aken oie. 9:14-37 
Te ORE Ghee ly en ee 9:38-10:16 
ines VLaickwrer ete heen an es 10:17-45 
GW Mark's ceed eric oo: 10:46-11:19 
impe VL ALK tee hte ee IN PAO ENE? 
Gm VIAT IONE er tensmiee, Boni: 12:13-37 
190s Marks. WES El S525 
30 


Date Book Chapter 
20> Marke ec s urate 13:24-14:11 
DAP NEAL K ES tae cele ree 14:12-42 
2d Markie Meee ner ee 14:43-72 

3 Mark ieee hn ae ye 15:1-32 
24 oMark eee bee eee 15:33-16:20 
ee Dilip p vanes mentee eee 1 
264) Philip pianseacelee ute eee ceo 2 
Ze Philippians eee ae eee 3:1-4:1 
Akes \ovbiveyeyeVS adc a acen ab suce 4:2-23 


December Meeting 
of the Board 


HE eighth stated meeting of the 
Board of Managers of the American 
Bible Society in its one hundred and 
twenty-ninth year was held at the 
Bible House, Park Avenue and 57th 
Street, New York City, on Thursday, 
December 7, 1944, at 3:30 p.m., Presi- 
dent Daniel Burke, LL.D., in the chair. 
Devotional exercises were conducted 
by Secretary James Oscar Boyd. 

The minutes of the seventh stated 
meeting of the year were approved. 

The minutes of the various standing 
committees were presented and ap- 
proved and their recommendations 
adopted. 

It was reported that-Dr. James Oscar 
Boyd, Secretary for Versions since 1937 
and former Agency Secretary for the 
Society in the Near East, was retiring 
from active service on December 31. 
On behalf of the Versions Committee, 
Secretary North paid high tribute to 
Dr. Boyd and expressed deep appre- 


ciation for his services during these 


many years. 

Dr. Eugene A. Nida was elected 
Associate Secretary for Versions. 

The death of Mr. Arlando Marine 
on December 3, 1944 was reported, and 
the following Memorial Minute was 
adopted: 


Arlando Marine 


To the Board of Managers and the 
officers of the American Bible Society the 
death on December 3, 1944 of Arlando 
Marine brings a deep sense of personal 
loss. For thirty-three years he had been a 
member of the Board, serving for various 
periods on the Ways and Means and 
Audit Committees. Frequently in the ab- 
sence of the President or Vice Presidents 
he was asked to take the chair, and always 
to* the satisfaction and interest of the 
Board. In its affairs his counsel and judg- 
ment were always progressive, his ap- 


praisal of its work enthusiastic and en- 
heartening to the staff. Often under his 
guidance a Committee would begin its 
session with a quiet meditation after the 
manner of the Society of Friends, for his 
religious faith was warm and deep and 
gave color and light to all his life. Close 
to the heart of it was his devotion to the 
Bible, for him the indispensable Book. 

The Board and staff share with his fam- 
ily and his friends their gratitude to God 
for the high quality of his life and his serv- 
ice of the Master and their grief that he 
has passed from among them. 


The death of Dr. E. Clarenee Miller, 
a Vice President, on March 3, 1944, 
was reported. 

The budget for 1945 as recommended 
by the Budget Committee was pre- 
sented. Appropriations for the year 
1945 were adopted, totaling $1,816,- 
084, not including monies received in 
foreign fields and therein spent. 

The following consignments to the 
Foreign Agencies were reported: 


September Volumes Value 
Latin America... 8,039 $3,686.64 
INearm Pastae aaa by 1 S37/ 5,208.23 

59,176 $8,894.87 

October Volumes Value 
Latin America... 48,438 $3,465.33 
INfeebe IDAIES-< = 54 oe 2,410 1,620.63 
50,848 $5,085.96 
The issues from the Bible House 


during the month of September were 
632,647 volumes; and October, 808,218 
volumes. 

The meeting was adjourned. 


4 


I have had this Bible as my com- 
panion for fifty-three years. Forty-one 
years of that time I have spent at sea; I 
have been in forty-five engagements; 
have been fifteen times wounded, and 
three times shipwrecked; I have had 
fevers, of different kinds, fifteen times. 
But my consolation has always been in 
this littke Companion of mine. 

—An English Seaman, on showing 
a well-worn Bible at the deposi- 
tory of the London Bible Society. 


To EDITORS: The Bible Society 
Record invites reprinting of its arti- 


cles in whole or in part. Its contents 
are not copyrighted. 
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Officers, Managers and Agencies of the American Bible Society 
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DanreEL Burke, LL.D. 
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Charles E. Hughes, LL.D., D. C. 
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Rev. Robert T, Taylor, D.D. (Chicago) 


Secretary for Public Relations 


Gilbert Darlington Rev. Francis Carr Stifler, D.D. 
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Edward H. Hume, M.D. 
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Rey. John Sutherland Bonnell, D.D. Prof. Edwin E. Calverley, Ph.D. 
Prof. Oswald T. Allis, Ph.D., D.D. Bishop Herbert Welch, D.D., LL.D. Rev. James P. Gillespie 
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Rey. Ernest Brennecke, Ph.D. ; 


Rev. R. S. Inglis, D.D. Rev. Channing H. Tobias, D.D. 
Rev. Frederick C. Grant, D.D. 
Rev. Edgar F. Romig, D.D. 
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In the United States—Districts and Depositories 


District and Division Secretaries 
Southern—Georgia, So. Carolina, Florida, Tenn., Alabama, Miss. 
Rev. B. H. Smith, 85 Walton St., Atlanta 3, Ga. 


Ceniral—Ohio, Indiana, Michigan, Kentucky 
Rev. G. B. Cameron, 519 Main St., Cincinnati 2, Ohio 


Eastern—New York, North New Jersey 

Frank H. Mann, M.A., Bible House, New York 22, N. Y. 
Allantic—Pennsylvania, Delaware, South New Jersey 

Rev. G. G. Dilworth, D.D., 701 Walnut St., Philadelphia 6, Pa. 
Maryland—Maryland Northwestern—Illinois, Iowa, Missouri, Wis., Minn., N. Dak., S. Dak. 

“Rev. E. C. Powers, D.D., 9 East Franklin St., Baltiniore 2, Md. Rev. Harvey Clark, 35 E. Wacker Drive, Chicago 1, Ill. 
National Capital—District of Columbia and environs ¥ Southwestern—Texas, Oklahoma, Arkansas, Louisiana 

Rev. W. L. Darby, D.D., Room 203 McKim Bldg., 1311 G Street NW, Rey. Frank W. Langham, 1914 Main St., Dallas 1, Tex. 

Washington 5, D.C. Rocky Mt.—Colo., Neb., Kan., Utah, Wyo., Mont., Idaho, N. Mex., Ariz. 
South Atlantic—Virginia, West Virginia, North Carolina Rev. Henry H. Ragatz, 650 Seventeenth Street, Denver 2, Colo. 

Rev. I. S. McElroy, Jr., Central Nat. Bk. Bldg., Richmond 19, Va. Pacific—California, Washington, Ore., Nevada, Alaska, Hawaii 

Rev. R. W. Bayless, D.D., 224 McAllister St., San Francisco 2, Calif. 


Divisions of the Haven Memorial Agency among the Colored People of the United States 

Cleveland—Ohio, Pa., N. Y., N. J., Del., Mich., Ind., Ill., Mo., Ky. 
Rev. V. C. Hodges, D.D., 5424 Woodland Ave., Cleveland 4, Ohio 

Dallas—Texas, Louisiana, Arkansas, Oklahoma, Kansas 


Atlanta—Georgia, So. Carolina, Florida, Alabama, Mississippi, Tenn. 
Rev. D. H. Stanton, D.D., 56 Gammon Ave., S. E., Atlanta, Ga. 
Charlotte—No. Carolina, Virginia, W. Va., D. C., Maryland 


Depositories—To Which Orders for Scriptures Should Be Sent 


New York City 22—Bible House, Park Ave. and 57th St...........- 200+ ee eves e seers ees New York, New Jersey, Penna., Del., Maryland, D. C., Virginia, W. Va. 
Atlanta 3, Georgia—85 Walton St. 22-26. ee eee ete cette eee No. Carolina, So. Carolina, Georgia, Florida, Tenn., Alabama, Mississippi 
Chicago 1, Illinois—35 E. Wacker Drive......... 60-00 eee e eee ee eee tenes Ohio, Ky., Ind., Ill., lowa, Mo., Mich., Wis., Minn., N. Dak., S. Dak., Neb., Kan. 
Datlas-1, Texas—1914 Main St... hee sence cee coerce meee ene ee een en eee ee te en Texas, Oklahoma, Arkansas, Louisiana, Colorado, New Mexico 


San Francisco 2, California—224 McAllister St.........eeee eee eee ence eee eee _Wash., Ore., Calif., Nevada, Mont., Idaho, Wyo., Utah, Ariz., Alaska, Hawaii 


Foreign Agencies 


West Indies—Rev. James Innes, Neptuno 629, Ha- La Plata—Rev. P. Penzotti, Calle Parana 471, Philippines—Rev. W. H. Fonger, Box 755, Bible 
vana, Cuba. Buenos Aires, Argentina. House, No. 636 Isaac Peral, Manila. 
Mexico—-Sr. H. T. Marroquin, Apartado 1373 Brazil—Rev. Charles W. Turner, Ph.D., Caixa Thailand (Siam)—Rev. Robert O. Franklin (on 
eeMexico City. = : y ‘ 454, Rio de Janeiro. furlough) 703 Sathorn Rd., Bangkok. 
Caribbean—Rev. Raymond R. Gregory, Bible House, Bible Lands Agency, North—Mr. F. Lyman Mac- China—Rev. Ralph Mortensen, Ph.D., 191 Pao-an 
Box J, Cristobal, Canal Zone. Callum, Box 747, Beirut, Syria. Road, Chungking 
/; Andes—Mr. hn Ritchie, Apartado 448 Bible Lands Agency, South—Mr. H. Athanassian, Japan Bible Society—Mr. T. Tanaka, General Secre- 
ST ee ARR ee Tima, Poe, aac ‘ pe oO: Bee 724, 62 Sharia Ibrahim Pasha, tary, Bible House, 2 Shichome, Ginza, Tokyo. 


Chile-Bolivia—Mr. D. C, Brackenridge, Casilla 784, Cairo, Egypt. 


Santiago, Chile. 


State Bible Societies Cooperating with the American Bible Society 


Connecticut— 278 Farmington Ave., Hartford 5. 
Rhode Island—Rev. Selden R. McCurdy, D.D., 144 Westminster St., Providence 3, 
Maryland—Revy. E. C. Powers, D.D., 9 E. Franklin St., Baltimore 2. 


Maine—Rev. Hammond I. Peterson, 19 Pine St., Portland 4. 

New Hampshire—Edward A. Dame, 24 Warren St., Concord. 
Vermont—Rey. Stanley B. Hyde, 189 South Winooski Ave., Burlington. 
Massachusetts—Rev. F. K. Singiser, D.D., 41 Bromfield St., Boston 8. 


A “BEDTIME STORY” FOR FIGHTING MEN 


[t was midnight at an aerodrome. Some twenty air pilots waited for word to take off for the night’s operations. 
There was the usual noisy joking, Then a pilot took a book from his pocket, and began to read aloud: 


And, behold, two of them went that same day to a vil- 
lage called Emmaus, which was from Jerusalem about 
threescore furlongs. And they talked together of all these 
things which had happened. 

And it came to pass, that, while they communed 
together and reasoned, Jesus himself drew near, and 
went with them... 


Gradually the room stilled. The pilot finished, 
closed the book. ‘‘There’s my ‘bedtime story.’ If I 
should come down tonight, I should like to feel those 
thoughts were my last.” 


It happened in Malaya, but the same scene often 
occurs wherever men face battle. That is why the 
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to provide Testaments for our boys and girls 


chaplain has a Bible ready for every man who 
wants one. 


You make it possible to give our young men and 
women in the armed forces this comfort, by your di- 
rect contribution. Why not also find out how you 
can give and receive at the same time through an 
American Bible Society Annuity Agreement? Under 
this plan, which has never failed in the one hundred 
years of its operation, you receive an assured income 
as long as you live. At the same time you share in the 
work of distributing the Bible wherever it is needed. 
Learn more about this plan! Send for the illustrated 
booklet A Gift That Lives. 


SEND THE COUPON NOW! 


AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY 
Bible House, New York 22. N.Y. 
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